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ALWAYS watching… 
ALWAYS ready! 
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San Clemente City  
Lifeguards 

Summer 2009 
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2009 City Council: 
Seated L to R: Bob Baker, Mayor Lori Donchak, Mayor Pro-Tem Jim Dahl 

Standing L to R: Joe Anderson, G. Wayne Eggleston 

George Scarborough 
City Manager 

Pall Gudgeirsson 
Assistant City Manager/City Treasurer 
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Al King 
Beaches, Parks & Recreation Director  

Maile Eaton 
“JG Registration Queen” 

From the entire staff 
at Station 56 - A very 

special “Mahalo”  
to Director Al King.  

 

We wish you well in 
your retirement. 

 

Aloha! 

Beach Maintenance 
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2009 Stats 
 

Memorial Day -  
Labor Day 

 

Attendance 
 

1,510,000 
 

Rescues 
 

4,248 
 

Prevents 
 

38,379 
 

Ordinances 
 

6,029 
 

First Aids 
 

1,118 
 4th of July 

Photo by  
Joe Matulis  
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To my friends  
and family at  
Station 56: 
 

 
 
I want to thank each of 
you for answering what is 
truly a “noble calling” – 
putting yourself in harm’s 
way for the sake of others. 

This is a long standing tradition with lifesavers throughout the United 
States, one which you’ve fulfilled with your commitment and dedication 
to saving the lives of those in distress. To quote a lifesaver from the 
1800’s: “When I see a man clinging to a wreck, I see nothing else in the 
world, and I never think of  family and friends until I have saved him.” 
At that time, according to the United States Lifesaving Association, 
“discretion was not an option”. Policy stated “You have to go out”. 
 
Things have changed somewhat since those times, but the attitude and 
your actions have not. You all embody the same spirit as those early life-
savers, putting the safety of others ahead of you own needs, and at 
times, even fears. For this I am truly thankful and grateful to each and 
every one of you. You have all answered a “noble calling” and should be 
very proud of the special gift you have given to those you serve. 
 
Thank you for your service, dedication, and most of all, your friendship. 
 
Yours in lifesaving, 
 
 
Chief Bill Humphreys 
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2009 Lifeguard of the Year 
Mike McErlean 

Jim O’Brien unveils  
Mike’s new surfboard! 

Former lifeguard and Mike’s 
girlfriend Kady Skora 
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On hand to congratulate Mike from left to right: 
Rob “Doc” Sutton, Teddy Weise, Kevin Cook, Scott McCall, Nick Giugni,  

Allan Bayer, Mike McErlean, Bryan Kelley, Mike Erickson,  
Thomas Dollar, Blake Anderson, Ian Burton  

Exchange 
Club Project 
Chair Jim 
O’Brien intro-
duces Mike 
McErlean  
to the crowd.  

Mayor  
Pro Tem  
Jim Dahl  
presents  

Mike McErlean  
with an award.  

Photo by Joe Matulis 

“Big Mac” on duty 
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Photo by Dave McErlean 

2009 San Clemente City Lifeguards 

Kyle White 
makes a 
south-side 
rescue.  
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Lieutenant Rod Mellott, BP&R Director Al King, Chief Bill Humphreys  

Lieutenant Rod Mellott 

Chief Bill Humphreys 
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Just another spectacular  
San Clemente sunset. 
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 Zero on a  
Yellow Flag Day 
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Lieutenant 
Rod Mellott 

makes a  
rescue from 

Station 56 
on a busy  

summer 
morning.  

 
 
 
 
Chief Bill 
Humphreys 
(aka “5600”) 
on patrol 
north of  
Station 56.   
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Marine Safety Officers 
 
Blake Anderson 
 Nick Giugni 
  Ian Burton 
 
 
 
 

Ian Burton 
covers  

Tower # 4. 
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Blake Anderson - It was a hot 
summer day in 1999 and I was 
working tower 3 as a second 
year lifeguard.  I spotted three 
girls struggling  in the rip to 
the south and responded 
promptly.  I hooked the girls 
up and as I turned to bring 
them in, my good friend and 
rookie lifeguard at the time, 
Andy Janis was suddenly next 
to me.  He was working 5A 
and was sent out to help.  At 
this moment I realized what a 
cool job I have.  Who else gets 
to save lives on a daily basis 
with lifelong friends? 

T-Street on a big south swell. Nice! 

In need of some first aid? No problem.  

Photo by Dave McErlean 

5A guard Alec Pancarik on  
a busy summer day.  
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Pat Caldwell - My favorite rescue was at North Beach. Pirates Cove day camp 
were set up in front of North Beach burger.  Six 8 year old boys got sucked out 
all at once.  I responded and proceeded to put these boys on my buoy. All of 
these boys were screaming HELP and crying!!  I got to the last one as he was 

Kevin Cook, Mike McErlean, and Kyle White exit  
the water during Code X training in the spring.   

Photo by Joe Matulis 
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Supervisor  
Mike Froeberg  
points out a rip. 
 
 
 
Summer 2009 Supervisors  

 

Bryan Dalla Betta, 
       Mike Erickson, 
      Alyssa Banks (JG) 
      Mike Froeberg  
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Connor Ames ‐ 6/6/05 

Steve Barrett ‐ 6/13/71 

Allan Bayer ‐ 6/6/05  

Tyler Borchard ‐ 5/20/02 
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Spring-time training ends with a debriefing in the garage  
with the Lieutenant reviewing procedures. 

The 33rd Annual  
Ocean Festival - July 2009 Dennis White and Jordan Lasher @ Tower #7 
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 Rob Sutton - My favorite rescue was not mine.  I saw Bryan Dalla Betta make 
an outstanding rescue between Towers 1 and 3.  It was one of those rescues 
that when you go home you know that you have saved a life.  Bryan not only 
got to the victim in the large surf, but he had to wait out the numerous wave 
set.  While waiting for the set to die down, the lateral current was ripping to-
wards the pier.  Bryan successfully brought the victim through the surf and 
pier and safely deposited the victim on shore.  Almost immediately he was dis-
patched to an exhausted swimmer which required him to render immediate 
first aid.  I saw all of this as I was working my usual beach patrol position and 
sitting on my buttocks while he worked his rear off.  A JOB WELL DONE AND A 
CREDIT TO SAN CLEMENTE MARINE SAFETY.  

North Side on a typical, busy summer day.  
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Christina Boring ‐ 5/21/07  

Scott Brandenburg ‐ 5/21/07

Ryan Buckley ‐ 5/22/06

Pat Caldwell ‐ 6/2/93 
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Kevin Cook ‐ 6/8/06 

Parker Dale ‐ 5/21/07 

Thomas Dollar ‐ 5/22/06 

Mikey Giugni ‐ 6/6/05 
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Kris Moore and Jordan Lasher cover Tower # 1 during Ocean Fest. 

Ian Burton - My favorite res-
cue is any rescue that guard 
Matt Thompson goes out 
on…….. because you know 
you wouldn’t see Matt for at 
least 30 minutes. However, his 
water will always look ten 
times better when he got back 
to the tower – because Matt 
had talked to all 300 people in 
his water! 

Parker Justin Dale  in action 
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 2009 JG Instructors from Left to Right: 
Kevin Cook, Dave McErlean, Connor Ames, Alyssa Banks, Joe Matulis,  

Ryan Buckley, Tom Dollar, Mikey Giugni, Christina Boring  

Teddy Weise @ Tower #1 

Stephanie Lavayen - My favorite rescue 
would have to be my first pier rescue on 
my last day of summer. The surf was 
up, the sun was out and Tower #1 was 
as crowded as always.  As I was taking 
the two girls through the pier, I looked 
up and saw Barrett ready to jump from 
“0” and help me out.  It just shows what 
a great team we are down here at sta-
tion 56!  
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Bob Gorman ‐ 7/7/06 

David Katz ‐ 5/21/07 

Bryan Kelley ‐ 6/7/04 

Jordan Lasher ‐ 5/21/08 
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Stephanie Lavayen ‐ 5/21/07 

Dave Lovato ‐ 5/22/06 

Joe Matulis ‐ 6/2/03 

Scott McColl ‐ 6/6/05 
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Kevin Wilson - My favorite rescue 
was at Tower # 3, when Kelley and 
I went out and saved 6 kids and 
their inebriated  mother.  I was on 

my break, and Anderson sent 
me out to go talk to them, but 
when I got there, they were all 
screaming and planning their 
deaths.  I pulled 2 kids out as 
they started to go under, and 
hooked up 2 more as mom 
latched onto me.  Kelley showed 
up and grabbed the remaining 
2 kids as I started pulling in 
mom and the 4 kids.  

Photo by Dave McErlean 

$ - Dollar - $ 

Kyle White to the rescue.  
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Photo by Al King 

Bryan Kelley @ Tower # 5 
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Dave McErlean ‐ 5/22/06 

Mike McErlean ‐ 6/4/99 

Trevor Milosch ‐ 5/21/07 

Kris Moore ‐ 5/22/06 
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Alec Pancarik ‐ 5/21/08 

Dan Sforza ‐ 6/11/84 

Rob Sutton ‐ 7/25/06 

Matt Thompson ‐ 5/21/08 
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David Katz - My favorite rescue 
was in my second year at Tower 
# 1. A little boy was wearing a 
big wetsuit; he started to struggle 
trying to get to shore while in a 
rip. As I ran to him I saw him go 
under the dark brown water. I 
got to the point I last saw him, I 
just reached down and blindly 
scooped him up. I walked him in 
my arms. I know I made a differ-
ence that day. 

Dave Lovato & Ryan Buckley  
Dalla Betta patrols the north side 

Photo by Al King Matt Thompson 

Photo by Joe Matulis 
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Mike Erickson - With the fireworks about to begin on the Fourth of July I re-
sponded to a rescue on the north side of the pier. An overweight, drunk wom-

an and her boyfriend 
were on their way out to 
the end of the pier to 
watch the fireworks. 
About 100 yards out she 
d e c i d e d  t ha t  s he 
"...wanted to hold onto 
the pole (pier piling) and 
watch the fireworks". I 
grabbed her by the arm 
and dragged her in. As 
we came in the fireworks 
started and I had to use 
the light of the fireworks 
to avoid the pier pilings. 
Quite the memorable  
rescue. 

Alyssa Banks returns from a rescue 

We are always watching... 
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Teddy Weise ‐ 5/21/08 

Dennis White ‐ 5/21/08 

Kyle White ‐ 6/6/05 

Kevin Wilson ‐ 5/21/08 
Not pictured:  

Kevin Hoy & Carl Ulrich 
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Allan Bayer serves up pancakes  
during the Ocean Festival.  

Banks, Milosch, Moore & Hoy  
run JG tryouts. 

Bryan Dalla Betta joins the Be the Match 
registry at the general meeting. 

Each year we ask you one simple question.  
This year, we wanted to know… 
What was your favorite rescue?  

Kevin Hoy & Bryan Kelley  
at JG tryouts.  
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Ryan Buckley - He was a Junior Lifeguard.  
His name was Dominic.  We did a pier 
swim with my afternoon rippers class.  As 
usual,  Dollar did not feel comfortable do-
ing a pier swim.  Dom was absolutely fine on the way out.  I was more worried 
about a different JG.  When we got all the way back into the break zone, Dom 

started freaking out.  I 
was shocked.  "Why is he 
having so much trouble 
now?" After crying about 
how each wave was going 
to kill him, he began to 
dry heave in the water.  I 
was next to him and told 
him he could make it. Af-
ter about 4 minutes of 
that he eventually gave 
up. I grabbed him and he 
latched on to me and I 
walked him out of the wa-
ter with him holding onto 
me.  He didn't let go of me 
until we were on the sand. 

Brandenburg returns to Tower 4 
after his bodysurfing break. 

Teddy Weise  

Sforza goes for the rescue at Tower # 5 

Photo by Joe Matulis 
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 Tyler Borchard and Alec Pancarik watch the water from Tower # 3  

Say “Cheese”  
The “Clock Tower” 

 

19 

Tyler Borchard - It was my last shift of 2009;  late afternoon, north of tower 6, 
the waves were pumping out of the NW and the RED FLAG was blowing in the 
wind. I swam out on what I thought was going to be a routine prevent but the 
almighty ocean had other plans.  After taking multiple waves and fighting the 
relentless rip current, Mike McErlean and I were able to safely return two Euro-
pean tourists back to the beach.  Although the victims were unable to express 
their gratitude due to a language barrier, I knew by the look in their eyes, they 
were thankful for us SAVING THEIR LIVES!"  

Photo by Dave McErlean 

Jordan Lasher responds south of Tower # 7 
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Mikey Giugni after an event  

at the Ocean Festival 

Signage at T-Street 

Joe Matulis vs. the stingray. 
The stingray won. 

Mike Froeberg - I'd just finished putting away the Pac set at Tower # 14 and 
came around the corner of the snack bar.  There was a young kid struggling in 
the inshore hole.  I ran down and scooped the kid up with one arm - his heart 
was beating really fast and he was pretty scared . . . and his mom was extremely 
appreciative. 

Alyssa Banks on the first  
day of Junior Guards. 
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Mike McErlean - I was at Tower 6 with Tyler, and in his Tyler style casually 
says, hey I better go check on those two.  Turns into the craziest rip ever and 
Tyler hooks up two Europeans who speak no English, he waves for my help 
and I go to assist him as the couple is climbing all over each other fighting for 
the bouy.  I take the woman and we get them to shore where they are so ex-
hausted they can barely walk. Close call, and a blast, especially teaming up 
with Tyler. Nice job dude!! 

Dave Lovato passing Tower # 2 

C-Spine training prior 
to summer. 


