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Winter is here! We hope all of you had a wonderful holiday season with family and friends. The 
New Year brings new opportunities to spread the word regarding ocean safety and our fantastic 
lifeguard and Junior Lifeguard programs. Here’s to a safe and fulfilling 2020! As always, thank 
you for your continued support of our San Clemente Lifeguard & Junior Guard Foundation. 

Thank You, Chief. Enjoy Your Retirement! 

San Clemente Lifeguard Chief Bill Humphreys retired on 
December 31, 2019 after serving 42 years as a professional 
lifeguard for the City of San Clemente. He started his career as 
a seasonal lifeguard in 1977 and quickly moved up the ranks 
to a supervisor before being promoted to Marine Safety 
Lieutenant in 1988.  Bill has led the Marine Safety Division 
since 2001.   

On January 21, 2020, the City Council recognized Bill for his 42 
years of service. Several community leaders also spoke, 
praising Bill’s leadership, innovation, and partnership with the 
Coastal Advisory Committee, San Clemente Ocean Festival, 
Pier Pride, Friends of Beaches, Parks and Recreation and the 
San Clemente Lifeguard and Junior Guard Foundation. It was a 
wonderful and heartfelt celebration of Bill’s dedication to our community and his profession.  

Check out this video tribute to Bill - Click Here. The Orange County Register and SC Times also 
wrote about Bill’s career and service to our community. Click Here and Click Here to see these 
articles. 

Chief Humphreys shaped what Marine Safety is today, due to his innovative vision and leadership. 
A few highlights over his career include gaining the approval for adding of one full-time lifeguard, 
and two benefited part-time supervisors to the team, founding the San Clemente Lifeguard and 
Junior Guard Foundation, creating a community partnership program called Neighborhood Beach 
Watch and numerous equipment improvements and upgrades including the department’s use of 
drones and personal watercraft.  



In addition to serving as Lifeguard Chief, in 2018, Bill was elected President of the California Surf 
Lifesaving Association (CSLSA). He will continue to serve in that role through 2020. He also serves 
on the Board of Directors of the United States Lifesaving Association. 

During the four decades of Bill’s career, San Clemente City beaches have had over 84 million 
beach visitors and lifeguards have made more than 75,000 rescues with only a single drowning. 
These statistics are an incredible accomplishment and testament to Bill’s leadership, his passion 
for protecting the public, and dedication to his career and the lifeguard profession.   

Bill has been such an incredible, dedicated leader and role model to the men and women at 
Station 56. He has shown a tremendous amount of strength, integrity, respect, excellence, and 
professionalism throughout his 42-year career.  

Well done, Chief. See you in the water!! 

Welcome to the Helm, Rod!  

Marine Safety Lieutenant Rod Mellott has been named 
Interim Lifeguard Chief.  Rod has 33 years of experience 
with the San Clemente Marine Safety Division and has 
been second in command since 2006. He was hired as a 
seasonal lifeguard in 1987 and rose through the ranks, 
becoming a lifeguard supervisor in 1995 before being 
promoted as a Marine Safety Officer in 2001. In 2006, 
he advanced to Marine Safety Lieutenant. He has vast 
experience with administrative and operational duties 
that will assist him in leading the division. Rod is married 
to his wife Laurie and they have two incredible children. 
Rod says he “Could not be more honored or humbled to 
take on this new responsibility.”  
 
Marine Safety Headquarters Renovation Project Update 

The Marine Safety Headquarters renovation project is underway. The contractor started 
working on the project at the end of October. The contractor has finished replacing the sheet 

pile wall around the building and is 
currently in the process of repairing the 
foundation and beams. The work is to be 
completed before the Memorial Day 
holiday weekend.  

The $2 million renovation will extend the 
life of headquarters by approximately ten 
years. Repairs will include rehabilitation of 



the roof framing, wood deck, timber guardrails, concrete repairs to the foundations and beams, 
slope protection under the building, sheet pile replacement, replacing the stone siding except 
for what’s on the clock tower with wooden siding, some window replacement, replacing the 
wooden ladder in the clock tower, and implementation of certain American Disabilities Act 
improvements.  

Storyboards Tell the History of San Clemente Lifeguarding 

We continue to compile 
documentation of the history 
of San Clemente lifeguarding. 
Did you know that on July 31, 
1931, the San Clemente City 
Council officially formed the 
lifeguard department? It’s 
true! See this excerpt from the 
City Council ->.  Visit 
https://scljgfoundation.com/city-council-creates-lifeguards to learn more. While you are there, 
check out all the new additions to our heritage pages. If you have memories or photos to share, 
please e-mail us at scljgf@gmail.comand let us know. We’d love to hear from you!  

Well Deserved Recognition for Our Marine Safety Department and 
Team 

Congratulations to our outstanding 
lifeguard department for receiving 
two awards at a recent City Council 
meeting. NOAA presented the 
department with a Certificate of 
Appreciation for Outstanding Service 
for their 10-year partnership with 
NOAA's Rip Current Prediction 
Modeling Program. The department 
also received the United States 
Lifesaving Association Open Water 
Safety Achievement Award, recognizing 10 years with no drownings. Chief Humphreys noted 
that our lifeguards have made over 20,000 rescues during that time, with no lives lost. In 
presenting the award on behalf of the USLA, Mayor Dan Bane complimented Chief Humphreys 
and remarked that this type of recognition cannot be accomplished without strong leadership. 
We agree! Well done!  

 



It’s Junior Lifeguard Registration Time 

2020 Junior Lifeguard registration opens on Wednesday, April 22, 2020 at 8:00 am. All new 
Junior Guards must pass a swim test to be eligible to register for Junior Lifeguard Program.  
Swim test registration opens Wednesday, February 12, 2020 at 8:00 am.  For information, visit 
https://www.san-clemente.org/recreation-community/beaches/beach-safety/junior-lifeguards- 

Lifeguard Tryouts Are Coming! 

Know anyone who would make an outstanding 
ocean lifeguard? Tryouts are scheduled for 
Sunday, February 23, 2020. Here is the link to 
information - 
https://www.governmentjobs.com/…/ocean-
lifeguard-trainee-oc…. Come on down and cheer 
on our future lifeguards. We’ll see you there!  
 

 

 

Become a Foundation Supporter  

For just $10 per year, you can join us in supporting our lifeguard and Junior Lifeguard programs. 
All donations are used to provide supplies and scholarships for San Clemente Jr. Lifeguards and 
to support San Clemente Lifeguards. To become a Foundation member, visit 
www.scljgfoundation.com/join-us. Thank you for your support! 

Need a Speaker for Your Service Club or Event? 

We would love to share the history of San Clemente lifeguarding, ocean safety tips and other 
information with your service club or group. E-mail us at scljgf@gmail.com and let’s set a date!  

Please Keep in Touch! 

We’d love to hear from you. You can always keep up to date on Foundation activities by visiting 
our website at www.scljgfoundation.com, our Facebook page www.facebook.com/scljgf, or our 
Instagram page at https://www.instagram.com/scljgfoundation. . You can also e-mail us at 
scljgf@gmail.com. Please help us spread the word by passing this information on to your 
friends. See you on the beach and in the water!  


